
The Fair Trade Association Faith Groups working group has prepared some
resources for personal reflection or corporate worship based on the Revised
Common Lectionary readings for the Sundays of Advent, Year A 2022.

Please feel free to use these, acknowledging the source as the Fair Trade
Association of Australia and New Zealand.
If your Church is not already a Faith Group and you would like to explore
possibilities, please make contact though the FTA website www.fta.org.au

Advent Worship
Resources

A Fair Trade Advent 

http://www.fta.org.au/


Reflection
Once Advent has arrived our thinking about gift giving to loved ones reaches
high gear, one step before panic. What to purchase for the people I love?
Paul, writing to the Romans implores them, and us, to lay aside the works of
darkness and put on the armour of light
Sadly, many works of darkness take place in the sweatshops of the world,
hidden from public view, behind locked doors, where greedy business owners
hide their unjust practices from the glare of scrutiny. The 10 Principles of Fair
Trade with transparency and accountability as key factors mean that business
owners are not afraid of the light of scrutiny being shone on their enterprises.
Such a means of trading and buying Christmas gifts is as if the light if the
Presence of Christ is shining on our purchases.
The message of Jesus in Matthew reminds us of the importance of always being
ready for we do not know what lies ahead. Readiness implies facing each day
with a clear conscience before God. Preparedness of heart, mind, and
behaviour; honest in all our dealings with others.
Fair Trade Story
Christmas is the season of giving and retails are determined that you should
choose their products to give to your loved ones. Charities seem to think that  
 we have more money at this time of the year and they want their share with
their big Donate  buttons on every website.
Fair trade enterprises can provide you with the best gifts for the people you
love because they assist people in the same situations that many charities
support: widows, refugees, the poorest and those in challenging communities. 

First Sunday of Advent
HOPE     27 November

Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm 122
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44

https://www.fta.org.au/post/fair-trade-the-10-principles
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+2%3A1-5&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+122&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+13+%3A11-14&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+24%3A36-44&version=NRSVUE


By buying Fair Trade you don t give one-off monetary help. Rather you are
supporting those people in meaningful and ongoing paid employment in
such a way that all people involved in the supply chain are treated honourably
according to the 10 Principles of Fair Trade.

One overseas Fair Trade organisation had the slogan Trade, not aid . That s
what we are about in the Fair Trade Association. Have a look at the Shopping
Guide, not just for good gift ideas but for the information in includes about the
Fair Trade system and follow the links for more information. Click here and
scroll to Shopping Guide.

Prayer
Lord, we pray for that day when the swords of the nations shall be beaten into
ploughshares, and their spears into pruning hooks, that day when nation shall
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.
We pray that agricultural implements will be placed in the hands of farmers in
poorer countries to enable them to produce food and fibre with the knowledge
of a fair return for their labour.
We pray that the workers of the world will be well treated and receive a fair
return for their labour, we pray for people who are not being treated fairly in
commercial transactions and who, in desperation, respond with unrest and
violence.
We pray for the peaceable kingdom where people receive a fair return for their
labour, unrest is quelled, and peace can flourish.
Amen.

Hymn / Song suggestion
TiS 474 Here in the place new light is streaming …  Chorus: Gather us in

First Sunday of Advent
HOPE (cont.)

https://www.fta.org.au/post/fair-trade-the-10-principles
https://issuu.com/fairtradeassociation/docs/2022_fair_trade_association_christmas_shopping_gui


'Reflection
What an amazing King is depicted in the Psalm for this Sunday. Certainly, one who
wishes to bring peace along with justice to all the people. Although sometimes the king
is identified as Solomon it may be simply a list of the qualities expected of any of
Israel s kings. The poor will receive justice and their cause will be defended. This is the
model king and surely Jesus filled the requirements of that king.
In Jesus the kingdom of heaven had come near. This is the first reference in Matthew s
Gospel to the Kingdom of heaven and "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come
near."; Jesus was arriving. When we combine the words of the two prophets: Isaiah and
John the Baptist, we gain a picture of this sovereign, ruler of the kingdom. John has
harsh words for those whose actions are denying peace and justice to the people. The
coming King for Isaiah is one who will judge the poor with righteousness and decide
with equity for the meek of the earth; for both Isaiah and John those who are more
concerned for themselves and resist following the way will come to a sticky end: he
shall kill the wicked.
John s appeal is to encourage his listeners to turn around, to turn from self and to turn
to God and to others. His words, Bear fruit worthy of repentance  appeal to the people
to imitate the Psalmist s king by promoting peace and justice for people. Purchasing
goods where the farmers, artisans and workers have been paid a fair wage is one way
to achieve this.

Second Sunday of Advent
PEACE     4 December

Isaiah 11:1-10
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+11%3A1-10&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+72%3A1-19&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+15%3A4-13&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A1-12&version=NRSVUE


Fair Trade Story
Many of the artisan s represented by the products in the Fair Trade Association s
Christmas Shopping Guide (Click here for the Shopping Guide) live under regimes where
the leaders, the king-like figures, are far from exhibiting the characteristics of the king in
the Psalm. Harsh, oppressive regimes make life very difficult for people. At least through
the Fair Trade movement their value as humans is recognised and they are
appropriately remunerated for their work.

Prayer
Lord, we pray for people living under harsh and oppressive regimes.
Sustain them as they seek to lift their standard of living.
Thank you that we can work with these people by purchasing products which benefit
them.
We pray for fair and just governments across the world.
That tyrants will be overthrown through non violent means and rights and freedoms of
people
will be respected.

Hymn / Song suggestion
TiS 473 Community of Christ

Second  Sunday of Advent
PEACE  (cont.)

https://issuu.com/fairtradeassociation/docs/2022_fair_trade_association_christmas_shopping_gui.


Third Sunday of Advent
JOY   11 December 

Isaiah 35:1-10
Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke 1:46b-55
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11

Reflection
The theme for this third Sunday of Advent is Joy and look at how the Bible readings
reflect Joy. Isaiah commences with the fecundity of nature, reminiscent of how John
O Brien  described the dry land around Narrandera, NSW after rain:
And spring came in to fold
A mantle o er the hills sublime
Of green and pink and gold.
 ( Said Hanrahan , in Around the Boree Log )

Isaiah depicts a glorious world of earth, animals and people healed, restored in body,
eyes and ears.
The Psalmists reminds us that our praise and thanks for what God has done can only
be genuine when there is justice for the oppressed; and when the hungry receive food.
When prisoners are free; the eyes of the blind are opened, those who are bowed down
are lifted up; when the orphan and the widow, representing the most vulnerable and
impoverished, are upheld. For the Psalmist it is the Lord who does all this. The Lord can
only work through human agencies: us. (and ruin will be the way of the wicked)

Mary’s song of Praise. The Magnificat, an alternative to the Psalm, takes up the
theme of the poor, oppressed, hungry and downtrodden being lifted up whilst the rich
are brought down and the proud scattered in the thoughts of their hearts . In contrast,
Mary s heart is full of joy, rejoicing in what God is doing within her.
James must have detected a spirit of grumbling amongst the readers of his letter,
contrasting with the joy which the one who waits patiently will experience when prayers
are answered. And in Matthew Jesus reminds the disciples of John and us of evidence
of rejoicing in all the good thinks that were happening through his ministry.

https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/isaiah/35/1-10
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+146%3A5-10&version=NRSVUE
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent1_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A46-55&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+5%3A7-10&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+11%3A2-11&version=NRSVUE


With only a couple of weeks before Christmas it is easy for the joy to be overwhelmed
by all the busyness of the season. Advertising leaflets from retailers seeking our
support using such phrases as The Joy of Giving . We can expand that by saying that
with Fair Trade there is joy for the receivers of a gifts, joy for those who made them and
heightened joy for us as we have the knowledge that our purchase has lifted the living
standard of a distant person in a poorer nation.

Fair Trade Story

For many in the Fair Trade world the feeling is of joy. Have a look at the Christmas
Shopping Guide and notice the joy on the faces of the artisans whose work is marketed
through Fair Trade Association members in Australia. Click here and scroll to Shopping
Guide Note especially the Ten Principles of Fair Trade which govern all the members
operations and result in joyful artisans and customers.

Prayer

Lord, thank you for Joy, the emotion which goes deeper than mere happiness.
We pray that the gifts we purchase will bring joy to the receivers and to those who
manufactured them.
Amen.

Hymn / Song suggestion
TiS 179  Praise with joy the world s Creator  

Third Sunday of Advent
JOY  (cont.)

http://www.fta.org.au/


Reflection
The four readings for today all point to the birth of Jesus and his purpose on earth.
Isaiah predicts the birth of an extraordinary child. Isaiah was referring to a
contemporary situation, but we have re-interpreted that to refer to the birth, hundreds
of years later, of Jesus Christ, whom we know as Immanuel, God with us.
With the city of Jerusalem and its temple in ruins the Psalmist cries out for restoration,
not so much of the buildings but the people. Restore us  occurs three times. Here we
understand the Psalmist to be looking forward to the one who will restore the
relationship of the people with God: Jesus Christ. 
Paul, in writing to the Romans, declares that the Immanuel  of Isaiah and the one who
restores  of the Psalm has arrived, has lived and died and been raised to life for all
people: Jews and Gentiles.
Matthew, in eight short verses summarises the birth of Jesus Christ. He will later have
the wise men visit and Luke, with a more elaborate account, covers the journey to
Bethlehem and the visit of the shepherds and angels.

And next Sunday we again celebrate the coming of One who is with us, who restores life
and relationships and the crucified and risen One.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
LOVE   18 December

Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25

https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent1_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+7%3A10-16&version=NRSVUE
https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/psalm/80/1-19
https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/romans/1/1-17
https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/matthew/1/18-25


Reflection

Fair Trade Story
Many artists, sculptors and artisans have depicted the events of Jesus  birth in what we
call nativities scenes. In the Fair Trade Association Christmas Shopping Guide Click here
and scroll to Shopping Guide you will find beautiful nativities market by FTA members.
Look especially at Fairgo Trading. Fair Trade Nativities and Ethica Nativity Figures   

Prayer
Loving God,
We thank you for the long lead-up to the Birth of Jesus Christ.
We thank you that prophets hinted at what was hidden from their eyes and
consciousness, that the Psalmist rejoiced in the promised restoration of Your people
And that the early Church under the leadership of people like Paul illumined the
significance of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
With Christmas next week we rejoice that the Word became flesh  was expressed in
visual ways by Matthew and Luke.
We thank you than the many depictions of that birth through Nativity scenes reflect the
culture of artists and artisans.
We thank you for Fair Trade nativities, reminding us of the birth of Jesus and expressed
by artisans whose skill and labour are properly recognised.

Amen.

Hymn / Song suggestion

TiS 325  Who is the baby an hour or two old…?

Fourth Sunday of Advent
LOVE  (cont.)

http://www.fta.org.au/
https://www.fairgotrading.com.au/collections/christmas-festive
https://ethica.org.au/all-shop/joyq6dfnqw6izwflahgvq3kstbop5m

